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ABOUT THE UFUND START U READING SERIES 

	
  
WHO	
  WE	
  ARE:	
   	
  	
  
The	
  UFund	
  Start	
  U	
  Reading	
  series	
  is	
  an	
  educa3onally	
  based	
  statewide,	
  year-­‐long	
  youth	
  literacy	
  ini3a3ve	
  that	
  visits	
  various	
  demographic	
  
communi3es.	
  It	
  is	
  designed	
  as	
  a	
  public	
  service	
  to	
  educate	
  parents	
  on	
  different	
  ways	
  to	
  read	
  together	
  with	
  your	
  children	
  while	
  informing	
  
parents	
  about	
  the	
  free	
  services	
  MEFA	
  provides	
  to	
  MA	
  residents.	
  
	
  	
  

	
   	
  	
  
WHAT	
  WE	
  DO:	
   	
   	
  	
  
The	
  event	
  begins	
  with	
  an	
  introduc3on	
  about	
  the	
  UFund	
  and	
  the	
  benefits	
  of	
  saving	
  for	
  college	
  while	
  children	
  are	
  at	
  the	
  toddler	
  and	
  pre	
  
school	
  age.	
  An	
  interac3ve	
  reading	
  event	
  follows	
  created	
  to	
  engage	
  preschoolers	
  imagina3ons.	
  	
  A	
  costume	
  character	
  takes	
  families	
  
deeper	
  into	
  books	
  just	
  read	
  through	
  interac3ve	
  explora3on	
  techniques.	
  Photos	
  with	
  characters	
  are	
  encouraged	
  while	
  each	
  family	
  leaves	
  
with	
  a	
  bag	
  filled	
  with	
  informa3on	
  courtesy	
  of	
  MEFA.	
  
	
  
	
  
SOCIAL	
  MEDIA: 	
  	
  
SUR	
  members	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  have	
  tweeted	
  and	
  used	
  facebook	
  updates	
  in	
  conjunc3on	
  with	
  MEFA	
  to	
  maximize	
  exposure	
  of	
  MEFA’s	
  college	
  
savings	
  efforts	
  while	
  crea3ng	
  a	
  synergis3c	
  partnership	
  between	
  MEFA	
  and	
  the	
  communi3es	
  in	
  which	
  we	
  reach.	
  
	
  

	
   	
  	
  



SOCIAL MEDIA COVERAGE –  
MEFA in the COMMUNITIES 

A	
  large	
  emphasis	
  was	
  put	
  
on	
  social	
  media	
  this	
  year.	
  
ANer	
  each	
  event	
  MEFA	
  
would	
  receive	
  an	
  update	
  
with	
  event	
  recap	
  and	
  
photos	
  to	
  post	
  on	
  MEFA’s	
  
Facebook	
  and	
  TwiOer	
  feeds.	
  
MEFA’s	
  social	
  media	
  team	
  
was	
  a	
  huge	
  asset	
  in	
  
achieving	
  the	
  success	
  of	
  
promo3ng	
  the	
  event	
  both	
  
before	
  and	
  aNer	
  to	
  it’s	
  
followers!	
  	
  
	
  
Libraries	
  “liked”	
  MEFA	
  on	
  
Facebook	
  and	
  “followed”	
  
MEFA	
  on	
  TwiOer	
  to	
  form	
  an	
  
ongoing,	
  synergis3c	
  
partnership	
  between	
  MEFA	
  
and	
  the	
  communi3es.	
  



PRE-EVENT COVERAGE 

Press	
  releases	
  were	
  sent	
  to	
  local	
  community	
  
newspapers	
  and	
  online	
  media	
  networks.	
  	
  

Libraries	
  would	
  post	
  informa3on	
  about	
  the	
  
event	
  on	
  their	
  websites	
  and	
  social	
  

media	
  outlets	
  with	
  links	
  to	
  MEFA	
  pre	
  and	
  
post	
  event.	
  



COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS 

Press	
  releases	
  were	
  sent	
  to	
  local	
  community	
  
newspapers	
  and	
  online	
  media	
  networks.	
  	
  

Libraries	
  would	
  post	
  informa3on	
  about	
  the	
  
event	
  on	
  their	
  websites	
  and	
  social	
  

media	
  outlets	
  with	
  links	
  to	
  MEFA	
  pre	
  and	
  
post	
  event.	
  

Libraries	
  were	
  instrumental	
  in	
  pos3ng	
  	
  
The	
  event	
  to	
  several	
  different	
  

community	
  event	
  sites.	
  	
  



EVENT PHOTOS 

Children	
  love	
  seeing	
  	
  
their	
  favorite	
  literary	
  	
  
character	
  come	
  to	
  life!	
  
	
  
They	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  enter	
  	
  
into	
  a	
  whole	
  new	
  world	
  and	
  
expand	
  their	
  imagina3ons.	
  



EVENT PHOTOS 



EVENT PHOTOS 

-­‐	
  Lines	
  form	
  out	
  the	
  door	
  as	
  families	
  wait	
  for	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  make	
  
literacy	
  come	
  to	
  life	
  -­‐	
  



2017 THOUGHTS 
Brainstorming 

	
  
Blogging:	
  
Sherri	
  will	
  begin	
  blogging	
  on	
  MEFA’s	
  site	
  about	
  book	
  sugges3ons	
  for	
  newborns	
  -­‐	
  grade	
  8.	
  This	
  will	
  
be	
  broken	
  down	
  by	
  age	
  and	
  blogs	
  will	
  be	
  posted	
  every	
  two	
  months.	
  Parents	
  are	
  welcome	
  to	
  make	
  
sugges3ons	
  on	
  their	
  favorite	
  books	
  as	
  well.	
  
	
  
www.yourplanforthefuture.org:	
  
We	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  encourage	
  people	
  to	
  register	
  on	
  yourplanforthefuture.org	
  to	
  receive	
  updates	
  on	
  
age	
  appropriate	
  informa3on	
  for	
  their	
  babies,	
  toddlers	
  and	
  preschoolers	
  (courtesy	
  of	
  MEFA).	
  We	
  
will	
  contact	
  local	
  area	
  aOrac3ons	
  (museums,	
  etc.)	
  to	
  see	
  whether	
  they	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  partner	
  and	
  
provide	
  a	
  free	
  children’s	
  admission	
  pass	
  when	
  people	
  register.	
  
	
  
2017	
  Summer	
  Reading	
  theme:	
  
	
  “Build	
  a	
  BeOer	
  World”	
  –	
  we	
  will	
  try	
  to	
  come	
  up	
  with	
  a	
  character/theme	
  to	
  fit	
  	
  
	
  

For more information, please contact; 
Sherri Galego   n 617-680-5496   n sherrigalego@comcast.net 
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